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in New York, was to move northwards and join him. Howe
wished first to attack Philadelphia, and he did so, and also Brandy-
defeated Washington at the battle of Brandywine.  But then fm?)
all went wrong.   Burgoyne, who had never expected Howe Ticonde-
to delay, had taken  Ticonderoga, and then struggled on (177?)
through thickly wooded country, where his supplies began
to run out.   He was surrounded, and with his whole army Saratoga
of 4000 men surrendered at Saratoga (October, 1777).(1777)
This disaster was later seen to have been the turning-point France
of the war, and emboldened by the British reverse first
France, and then Spain, now declared war upon us.

Moreover, disputes arose over the rights of neutrals at
sea.    Great Britain -declared that enemy goods on board sea
neutral ships could be captured (i.e. she denied the doctrine power
put forward by the neutrals of " free ships, free goods "),
and this led to disputes with other powers.   As a result, Holland
Holland joined the ranks of Britain's enemies and war was
declared between the two powers, while Russia, Denmark,
and Sweden formed an Armed Neutrality which was hostile Armed
to Great Britain.                                                      Sf *

Thus, not only was the number of Britain's enemies most
formidably increased, but the importance of sea-power
became overwhelming. Spain attacked Gibraltar, the route
to India was menaced, and attacks were made on the West
Indies.

The British fleet had been allowed to deteriorate since
the Seven Years' War, while the French fleet had grown weakness
stronger.  The French navy was now almost equal in num- British
bers to the British fleet, and it had adopted new tactics, navy
which were to become extremely successful, of firing at
masts, sails, and rigging.1  This inferiority of the British at
sea was to become decisive, for it reacted on the position
of the troops in America,

In 1780 the British (now under Clinton) were in New

1 Modern critics think that the British should therefore have confined them-
selves to blockading the enemy ports.